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George Bbraaa 
CjSS Ness 

hoar George, 

i^ist sight’s evening sews took ssa Sack 35 years, to whan 2 ms part of two official 
hives tigatlons of Syrian, to one of the sort: sh&seful periods of oar history and csiia of 
the jaore colorful, to what in By aagasine writing days would hare nade quits a story, 

Were 2 younger and with loss planned end researched, work* I’d do a book on it. In 
part I write you on the chance you think there could be soae TV interest in tailing 
unt&Ld story and in reeordiag & history that is recorded only officially. I haw the 
records of one iisv&stigation and know where- those of the other are available. 

x also have other purposes. 2 was always too busy to keep a journal. There era now 
several academic interests in say work for archives on goveraseat in crisis. If anything 
doses of this one wants to record recollections of those tilings of which I was part. This 
can serve as notes for that purpose. It will record a fragment of the beckground end 
experience that irtfluencad and enable eras of the work of sore iKsedint e scholarly in- 
terest. (x was a Benste inve s tigator between ay newspaper and sa^stne days and before 
becoming part of intelli^jnc© during World War II.) And if it does sot interest you or 
suggest those in TV who night be interested, ssaybs it will interest those kids of whos 
1 nave hoard fron visse to tiss© on radio, telling th©i a what they neither hear nor see 
in Georgetown. 

In the 1930s *kirlan was alsost an equivalent of ¥±©tnssn With s population of about 
50, CSX) sGoag whora alsost pure — lisabathaa origlish. was not uncommon the annusl rate of 
murders was higher than that of all of -ew York State. Assassination^' of those who would 
organize the union and of political candidates was no t uncos eon, nor were pitched battles 
over polling places and balxo t boxes. Alaoat all the murders were froa enbush. 

One of the sore original plots fiocceived by the coal-operators' association was 
getting rid ol the oc tagenarian organiser brought in froa Indiana, Beggy Iwyer, so called 
because h& had lost a leg. All th« gun thugs were deputised. The operators* chief thug was 
really nased Bsa l«ithsrk. was given $400 to kill Peggy, who worked out of the next 
county to the west. Bell. Unthank was also given the dynamite needed. But he figured why 
the hell should ho take any chances when he could subcontract the job. So he did, for 
nail whas. he had boon given. There was then, a chain of fas— splitters who figured it the 
same way until Chris hatterpon, who had been given *20 for the job, got E.G. Tackett to 
do it for $10.00. That wing of the hotel went straight up in the air whan Peggy was in 
bed. And^what actually hap.^eaed is that the octal bed tamed over in the air, cooing down 
on top of Peggy, protecting hiss. Be was unhurt. And nothing happened to anyone else, either, 
not oven after we took confess dons under oath. 

In fact, one of the operators, Ted Creech, threatened a Senate witness in the toilet 
on the northeast comer of tbs third floor of the Old Senate Office building and ms in- 
ducted iOr xt. The operators were experienced in fixing juries and they fixed that one 
in hashi-ijjton, "tec. I was a witness in that trial. Hi© ssrae method was used a few months 
xater, when the epartuent of Justice followed up with critsinal charges ftghinst can- thing 
aoru than 60 oorpomtiotia and individuals. For all tills violence and Burners, It eeeas 
odd that the case was known as U.S. v ^ary <*el«sa ©t si, but that was the n&m of the 
first min i n g corporation in the indictment. 


The trial ms about 100 miles north and I think a bit west of Harlan, in "Won, 
iaural '^ouaty, where the population, when court ms not in session, was 1910, secerning to 
? iSU : 2 ™\ 3 th ® oitly ons - ooaaoetbd with the eovexocent who walked around alone ana 
' u * “ sarly each 1 took a three-hour walk in the soiaitains with an old lawyer 



vho had been lieutenant governor of West Virginia, hut hm carried a pan-knife and whittled 
as we strolled in the mountains before breakfast. I Bad© local friends, easier for a 24 — 
year-old where the federal governs**! t ms not popu Lar. And 2 alone in the official, party 
was not from the ~eparteent of Justice or the FBI, so * had local sources of everything 
fro© boose to inforaatioa. (It *«ts a dry county and 2 was also the official party’s 
ruaruaner when the bootleggers * prices got too high. I ran it fros Lexington, Ey., or 
Jellies, Tern., in an old araored ^uick of the Department’ e.) 

When ay sources told so when sad bow the jury ms fixed and nobody from Washington 
would believe such a thing could happen, I decided it was time to return, to th® job at 
the Senate fron which the Departsont had borrowed sa because IJSaew aost about the subject. 
I served as their expert or. s-uch things as duces tocos subpea&f-s. Lose thing fci&e the 
Washington. people didn’t expect followed itaaattiatfely upon ay departure, six catrders, of 
gUBthugs k i lling each other. I ms the only one who knew bow they esse to pass ate I was 
safely away only hours before the first of theta. It and details of the personal lives of 
son*? who later became faecwjs ax® the only parts of the story I can’t tell. 

It ms like wild west. One buteey, before we left Harlan. for "eteon, the lata’ Brien 
McMahon, who was standing near it when we hoard a noise, whipped the door of ay hotel 
roon open and there with his oar to it was a deputised thug, %n Hickey, with a .45 an 
each hip. Brian was later a Senator fend father of the atosic energy act. **b was than 
assistant A.G. in charge of the Criminal Division. 

Before the FBI agents poured in, sheas there mt£t but one, the lawyers and m, m 
had a chauffeur who got so soared of being biwon. up when he turned the switch on that he 
wont on an uaendsd drunk* We had to spirit his out of Harlan — while being watched by 
the thug-deputies who were looking for local charges they could pin on us. Felly K, 

HopsdLns, an assistant A.G. later hired by **oha Lewis as UfeSt' general counsel when I was 
asked to recosaead, Walter Galla^er, tbs youngest 2.J. lawyer, and 1 did it with that 
armored ok. 

With these "two stories it is isy intention to give a little of the conditions under 
which the federal prosecution worked as such as local color* 

The conditions of the sixers, especially those even suspected of wanting the union, 
today see© incredible. Crime was alsost an, official monopoly ami rakeoffs were not by 
any nob out by the operators, through the machinery of cosp&ny towns. The operators were 
also without sympathy for each other if om » suspected of cottoning to Washington, I 
reaodber the ons-ncsed lawyer for Peabody Goal ami his engineering a solo contendere in 
Ey room la Boadm, Within days Peabody’s Harlan Mae was bobbed and burned. 

ftiners were not paid chough to iig& on so they were always in debt to the company 
store, whose prices were assays exceptionally high. They wore paid in scrip, not coney, 
and could spens it at the company store only. They were never out of debt and could act 
even bovs when they were in debt, besides, the operators owned gi 1 the shacks. 

Pearl B&asten, who ran. the Harlan-Wallins Coal Co., a asali nan who looked *> ■* fc-c a 
Central Castings job on. a Ismzee storekeeper, was probably the aost efficient in sH 
his own payroll. **0 tea a real checkoff, a bate for a raffled turkey, a buck for a ft>v>T*<v=> 
on a wreck, of a car, etc. A?iy employee who complained was beaten up, pronto, dad ea ch 
employes was dock®! for each turkey raffled weakly. 

3<si Lawson was called !l uncle -^en" because be had nose of the attributes of an uncle 
except grey hair. % ted the Harlan equivalent of Tiger Cages at his ELaeJ 1 , private 
jails as X remember under the steps of either the offices or the cospasy stores, was 
the law, 1CX:#s» of it. 

There was an authentic tero, a lay preacher/ miner actually nssed K&rshall Kusiek. 

Lot that aany were not heroic. Just living there was heroism. But these until— then 
sountain—lock pbople rarely left. Thus the persistence of the Llize.be than speech. Musick 
was beaten up and crippled, probably held the record for beatings survived. Once he to** 



X 

Kicked along a railroad track arm beaten -with, guabutts until ho was though dead. But 
k& stayed and Reached ana organised. He clidn t even. take his fsaily out of terlar 
aatil his house was shot up toy a notorcade of~ deputies. As I recall after all these years, 
sose of his kds were killed la toed aria ho took his wife aai BBrviviag Lids to Xermesaee 
and then returned to continue spreading the word. 

Merely living in and working in the class were acts of personal hsrodLs© the®. 

fhe operators could, operate this tyranny because of their political control of the 
coal areas. ■Hs was enough to control Kentucky elections. 

One of their lawyers and one of the leading defense layers at the trial was K ohn 1. 
Brown, low aay reaaaber thare is currently a ]x>litico/entreprf®o'ar of this name. I think 
it is 2iis son. Asoag the others in the goromsent party who later bec&ae BOdastly famous 
were Henry Scteeinhaut, later a judge. His widow, -targaret, is prtsdneat in **ontg05sery 
'Jounty politics. J.H. KcXaerney , a Fordbas lawyer arid like cost, a devout Catholic, was 
the FBI agent in charge. lie switched to Justice fro© the FBI because of the fine impression 
he Eads on ■ d rion» who was the protege of naear CissningB, then A.G. \Anc. later a t reend of 
oina»Iiggm was to buy hi® Forest -nans bourn when he was vice president.) Jin rose to chief 
of the hands division, later Criisinal. He was a fins guy and wer became good friends, he 
taught se what X have forgotten, how to take his automatic pistol apart and put it together 
again blindfolded, so X could ride shotgun for his when there was no agent to do it. They 
worked in uairs. Ann there were tires when I crouched behind ths door of the car pointing 
that pistol to cover Jia when he walked up to the door of a m o u ntain house. Exciting days 
for a 24~yesrw>ld5 

ho reporters were present until ths trial started. Hay Daniell, of the “isses, had. a 
bouse where sost of our parties were held, They were sonatinas pretty wild, one night 
when I was working and not there a Journalistic eminence of the day pursued a reluctant 
secretary with such vigor he broke her leg. All the reporters were so drunk one of the 
other woman. phoned me. There was no doctor of the few in the area who was hose. Tna only 
help I could get her was a vet! (I was surprised that the agent with wheas she slept did 
nothing about this incident but X suppose that would have let his wife k sow.) At one of 
the early parties ths* Irishman from the «ew "fork Bally Sew® saade a crack about %ever. He 
was yaakou the next day, replaced by a nan who was a different cat when he becaase a 
a’ asMag taa columnist, George Bison. «© was then our ’‘radical’* ana most isjarofeably, had 
quarters with a pfeaciser whoao boss? was at the corner of Bivinity and Bublinity. Georgs 
wore his hair then almost as an Afro. 

The way in which the Jury was fixed was staple and effective even with sequestration. 
The operators bought up mortgages. X-t was no± trick to 1st this be known through am of 
those guarding the Jury. One of these tusi was one of jny sources. Another was the clerk 
of the federal court. Be aiSt X became good friends. He trustee. ms when he did not trust 
the lawyers and agents. Me was a nice guy who was trusted by the other local nice guys. 

% best local friend was a lawyer who remained a close friend, for years after ha 
had to leave and until hie isarriage soured, '“d csss from one of the nors famous? f sallies. 
He was a Clay. %lik» the rest of fcis family, which represented power, he took the cases 
of the poor, which a>.sant he could have no other practise, ge got paid any say people- could 
oay M»- The lead on wlich he built his hone was a fee. So was most of the construction 
work and the nsterlsla. He was the local force for decency'. Somehow he acquired, three 

i weeklies in the area, The London Times, She Ksxichestor Guardian and one core 
modestly nuaed. She i-i ount Vernon Sentinel. Manchester was in the heart of feuding country. 
Qa.ee whan he was away defending an itipopular client for the ACLU in nezlrtgtoii his wife 
asked m to drive over the- -%achester with her to try and collect some coney owed thee. 

She feared if he did it they would shoot his. Possible, too. But not a wees®. And she was 
a pretty Portugese vo;ssn ho had not in college in. w slifornia. X reaoE.be r that we«k well 
because when the Virion paper had to go to pres® she needed sore copy. One of the stories 
1 wrote was of the night before* a second i^vtiLa-Scbneliag fight. (MX head was ’’Joe still 
chaap; Kax stil Scrolling. " Oh» tho groans! ) 



This friend was hipped on. the ancestor for who© ‘'oh&aued Mil was naiaed, not Henry. 
Casius Clay was quite a nan, an abolitionist editor in slave territory, “incoln sent hia 
as ambassador to Russia to save Ms life after ho hoe won about as nany fights as one 
nan could expect to survive, he’d soaks a helluva novie* with the X-rated the reality. 

||e had to leave Russian because of an affair with a wonan is the Cs&r's faaily. 

I wander as X ivusesbor and 1 mist get to work. 

another itea la yosi -relay * s sows carried «e back, but only four years. I©» say 
resseabesr, in lie context of the Kleindienst plea-bargaisisg, the documents X gave 
you and others proving he was a practising liar. They were attached to the complaint 
in the first of ay Freedom of InfosmtiQn. suits* none ever reported. They have the 
sese record on Mitchell and eves include ssy uncoatested and unpunished charges of 
official perjury. I often wonder if what happened would have been dared if there had 
been any exposure of this official dishonesty and corruption of wide h I did have and 
did provide evidence. Ksally proof. I got aa also unreported summary jud^essent in that 
first case.(?at Cray a5d Kuckelshaus figured in then officially and I believe unofficially 
the guy who has just said -that when Justice defends Hixoa it isn’t defending his, Irving 
Jsffe.I know caffe is part of the story that includes your castixss quest* for JFK’s 
brain.) X have another one filed now, also ignored, in which the unreporteu record 
is overloaded with the sane arid X think crosses into both perjury and subornation. 

With ay earlier experiences I do nothing to attract attention to these suits, being 
able to afford, neither the tine nor the cost when there is no apparent interest in. 
them. I as content to serve serious purposes and to build a record that nay have value 
only in history, khd aaybe sose day a federal judge will get uptight over somebody 
other than tae. 

This one Ms the potential, And the second one is before the 3ugr©rae ^oprt for 
cert, ~t will be precedent under the investigatarj^iies oxtsiptioa. The gervernsent ruts 
just asked for its second extension. How the press could have iprtored what banaher 
wrote in Ms decision X still car^t understand. His Mrst-Asendaent concept is that a 
writer should be forever forf ended fr m. Baking inquiry. Or, prior restraint is a 
blessing. Ms last words, in caps, were I think unique in a decision, Requiacst in 
paces* And he 'was no JFK partisan, either. 

Well, I hope X haven’t bored you. 

And thanks far the transcripts X asked for. 

Sincerely, 

P.S. Tba last fine X was 1$ Harlan a&s the seek after World War U started. The US 
th^i had a roeidmt organiser «ho has just j^achetE8*2»L«g-fes^Sb^ car eer a sick, crippled 
saa ruined sfesn, Georgs Xitler. Jc-orge k-a t ha guts to stay is Mr-'? >vn town, iuad. ho ctacte 
the &esi Poimaylvaaia hutch simj&r icraut and ribs 1 fever tasted, topped off with a 
grape- pio« .x>uad xik& & guy that tough? X E-ado fee one stop is Harlan, for lunch and a 
visit, and was certain to get to Bristol before sundown. That sms only two years after 
the Mixers started killing tliorssclvee and so m of their frills sight have figured out 
how it all started. 



